Research on Religious Education in Public Schools in Yogyakarta,
A cooperative project between Interfidei and Oslo Coalition, Norway, 2004-2007 

Interfidei is probably the most active and experienced Interreligious activist organisation in Indonesia. From its establishment in 1991 it has been working for freedom of religion in Indonesia. Young activists with various backgrounds are trained to do voluntary work crossing religious boundaries. 

The Oslo Coalition has been supporting Interfidei to do research on Religious education in public schools. Now the report is finished and published in Indonesian (a short version is available here: http://interfidei.or.id/pdf/DR06001.pdf, and http://interfidei.or.id/pdf/DR06002.pdf
The research report (239 pages) is edited by Listia and Lahode Arham. It is divided in five chapters with the following titles: 

Introduction (dealing with the Indonesian political and educational context and with the research method: observation and interview in primary schools. Questionnaire is used in addition in secondary schools as well as in high schools.
Religious education in Yogyakarta. This chapter gives an overview on the state of the matter in Yogyakarta, as a window into the Indonesian context. The particular challenge of religious education in this area is described – the schismatic character and practice of religious instruction. Based upon research (using questionnaires and interviews) it is shown how religious instruction in most of the schools tends to alienate pupils (with different religious adherence) from each other.

Religious education in the educational system of Indonesia. This chapter deals with the political and juridical status and rules for religious instruction in Indonesian schools, the curriculums that has been implemented and different local practices living with this school regime building on Pancasila. There has been deep disagreement on how this ideology of the state should define the rules of religious instruction in schools. The tide is now turning in more sectarian direction.
Alternative educational models on religious instruction in plural society. Here different local pedagogical experiments are described and researched. These are as follows: Instruction in religiosity (pendidikan religiositas) - a Roman Catholic project, Communicating faith together (pendidikan komunikasi iman bersama) – a Protestant project, Inclusive religion (pendidikan agama yang inklusif) – a Ahmadiah project. It is shown how bridge building religion in school is far more able to meet the social and cultural challenges in a pluralistic society as Indonesia. It is also shown how these educational projects also can answer to the concerns of both parents and pupils. 
Recommendations. In this last chapter the writers recommend a renewal of religious education in public schools, more in line with the experiments and projects just mentioned. 

This research report is already in use in our network in Indonesia, particularly important is the use of this material in the cooperation between Interfidei (as a NGO) and UIN (Universitas Islam Negri) set up by the Indonesia group in OC. In December 2007 this cooperation led to a workshop for teachers of religion in the Yogyakarta area, discussing this report and possible alternative educational methods and curriculums. 
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