Upgrading Workshop for Teachers of Religion, Yogyakarta, December 2007, Report

by M. Rifai Abdullah

Background


The “Up-Grading Workshop on Active Tolerance Based Teaching for Islamic Religion Teachers” was intended to give understanding of the significance of tolerance in educational institution - a strategy for the socialization of the values of pluralism among the participants. 

The role and position of teachers in education often seem to be more important than the curriculum and strategy. It is therefore important that religion teachers should be involved in tolerence teaching, as they are responsible for their students’ views of pluralism and diversity. Our aim is therefore to give teachers the tools that help them to avoid the creation of attitudes of anti-pluralism among the students, which may lead to the emergence of new terrorists. 

The workshop

The workshop covered three days, with a series of group work sessions, and some plenary sessions with key note speakers. 

Among the speakers were the following: 
1. Prof. Abdul Munir Mulkhan:  “Active Tolerance in Historically Islamic and Religious Perspectives”. Professior Mulkhan described how to reconstruct the curriculum on religious education which currently is biased concerning religion, gender, race and ethnicity.
2. Prof. Djohar MS: “Religious and Religion Education: An Islamic Perspective”. Professor Djohar discussed the basic competence that any religion teacher should have in the context of a plural society.
3. Anis Farikhatin, M.Pd: “The Implementation of Active Tolerance-Based Curriculum at SMA PIRI 1Yogyakarta: An Experience”. Farikhatin presented the model for active tolerance based learning practiced at her school.        

4. Sartana, SPd.: “ The Implementation of Curriculum on Faith Communication at SMA BOIPKRI 1 Yogyakarta: An Experience”. Sartana presented the model for active tolerance based learning practiced at her school.        
The last two speakers were both actively involved in training for teachers held by DIAN Interfidei which has been widely recognized to have been involved in socializing pluralism.
Between them the speakers succeeded in ’manipulating’ the participants’ understanding and perception, encouraging them to rethink their material, methods and strategies of teaching they have practiced so far. 

Participants

At first it was planned that the participants would be Senior High School teachers from different religious educational institutions. After the meeting between CRSD and DIAN Interfidei held at the end of September it was decided that it would be much better if the participants, in first step of programme, were Islamic religion teachers from different educational institutions since, in accordance with what the Interfidei experienced in the past, some Moslems teachers seemed to be less tolerant that the other religious groups. 

The 35 participants (including some functionaries of CRSD and DIAN Interfidei) came from different state schools as well as private senior high schools located in the Province of Yogyakarta Special Territory (See the table/attachment).

Location: 
Wisma CCE


      
Jl. Anggrek No. 138 Telp. (0274) 4332481  Fax.: (0274) 4332482

Sambilegi Maguwoharjo, Depok Sleman, Yogyakarta

Funds and Sponsorship: 

The Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Norway funded the workshop 
Concluding Remarks:

After monitoring all the programmes and activities related to the execution of the up-grading, it can be concluded that the up-grading is a valuable programme that Senior High Schools (SMU, SMK, MA) teachers can benefit, learn and use. The up-grading can also create active tolerance among religion teachers in most state as well as private educational institutions and schools. 
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