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Appendixes

Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief
Action plan 2009

Introduction

The Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief is an international network of representatives from religious and other life-stance communities, NGOs, international organizations and research institutes. The Oslo Coalition works to advance freedom of religion or belief (FORB) as a common benefit that is accepted and embraced by all religions and persuasions.

As an organisation, the Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief is quite extraordinary and quite unique. All the projects run by the Oslo Coalition, in their great diversity, address deep going problems that obstruct the implementation of the human right to Freedom of Religion or Belief (FORB) in some way or other. 

Lack of freedom in religion or belief is very closely linked with, and often caused by other challenges: the fragile rights of women and children in certain cultures, the lack of dialogue between moderate and extreme groupings within the broader grouping of a religion, the distorted perceptions the authorities - and even the government of a country - may have of certain minority religious communities, the lack of tolerance between religions, or the lack of respect shown by certain missionary activities that lead to hostility. The list is a long one. 

Each of the Oslo Coalition projects has started out with the intention of addressing one or other of these problems and each has travelled a long road towards the heart of the project. Thus they appear to have travelled out from their common centre, thereby making the whole difficult to grasp for the casual visitor to, for example, our website. Our approaches, in some cases, have become quite unconventional, following as they have a red thread that has drawn us into the core of the specific problem that a given project was created to meet. But the centre of gravity is constant and firm, seated as it is in our tiny secretariat in the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, and guided by a pluralistic Board of Directors. 

The very diversity of Oslo Coalition projects is one of its great strengths, and comes from the unique structure of the Coalition and the voluntary nature of its work. Our colleagues (we cannot call them "staff" as they are very rarely paid for their work) who work on the projects are specialists in their field and highly dedicated. They give freely of their time and their expertise. 

The greatest challenge for the Oslo Coalition is to renew itself, and find new human resources without loosing any current experts from its existing resource pool. For this reason, Board Meetings are always open to Project Group Chair persons who participate actively in all discussions. 
In 2009, 10 years after its foundation, the Oslo Coalition’s Board of Directors will have a good look at the Oslo Coalition portfolio, addressing the question of how to make space for new projects in a climate where the competition for funding is increasing. We will challenge all of our project groups, and particularly those that have been in existence from the beginning of the Oslo Coalition, to think through their strategies and activities. 
Among others, the China Project group has built a 10-year evaluation seminar into its plans for launching its latest publication. The China Project Group is not alone with new publications in 2009. Two others of our project groups will be publishing the fruit of many years work: the Ethical Guidelines for Islamic Family Law, and the Code of Conducts for Missionary Activities. Both of these projects will then enter a new phase, where the product will be produced in different versions adapted to different target groups and disseminated. 
Another project that will be entering a new phase in 2009 is the Indonesian Bridge Building Dialogue, which will now move over to focusing on a Bridge Building Action, “Joining Forces across Religions”. The FORB-training and Deskbook dissemination project group will also be seeking to expand its target constituency, working together with a network of Indonesian lawyers and other activists to reach out to the NGO world of many grass roots organisations fighting for freedom of religion or belief. 
Part of the process of renewal involves seeking cooperation with new Norwegian partners as well as new international partners. In 2009 the Oslo Coalition will join forces with the Oslo Centre for Peace and Human Rights, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, Forum 18 and the Norwegian Mission to the East, feeding our expertise into, and making our network available for the Consortium Programme that seeks to address problems related to freedom of religion or belief in Central Asia. 
Project 1: Core Tasks
Responsible: Barbara Sivertsen, Tore Lindholm
Purpose: Network Building and Maintenance, Fact Finding and Information Dissemination

Activities: 

1) Network Building: This includes traditional trips, such as the annual OECE/ODHIR Human Dimensions Meeting, but we also need to preserve the flexibility to respond to opportunities as they arise. 

2) Network maintenance: This includes supporting small projects for partner organisations in Indonesia, Central Asia and Caucasus

3) Fact finding: a special fact finding mission to India by Board member Ingunn Folkestad Breisten will take place

4) Dissemination of information: This includes sending out publications, participation in conferences and translation of materials into languages to aid dissemination.
5) Production of new PR materials for the Oslo Coalition. 
Results: New partnerships, better information flow to existing partners.

Cost: 273 000,-
Project 2: Islam, Women and Freedom of Religion or Belief
Responsible: Kari Vogt, Christian Moe, Lena Larsen, Ziba Mir Hosseini
Purpose: To promote the freedom of religion or belief for women in the Islamic world through the creation of Ethical Guidelines for Islamic Family Law.
Activities: 

The expert group will finalise the international consultative process and create the final publications disseminating the results of the process: 
1) Workshop: At a 2.5 day workshop the expert group will formulate the final document of this 3 year process.
2) Editing: Two publications will result from the process: a broad professional collection of writings and comments on the theme, and a final document summarising the conclusions and recommendations of the expert group.
3) Dissemination: the final document will be translated to several different languages, to be distributed to NGO’s and activist groups engaged in Human Rights and Equality for Women.
Result: 

1) a broad professional collection of writings and comments on the theme, and 

2) a final document with the expert group’s conclusions and recommendations – the Ethical Guidelines for Islamic Family Law
Where: Kuala Lumpur, where one of the members of the expert group, Dr. Mohammad Hashim Kamali, is director for the International Institute of Advanced Islamic Studies
.

When: Preparatory Meeting: Mai 2009, Workshop: November 2009

Editing: rest of 2009

Cost: this project has submitted a separate application to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Section for Peace and Reconciliation. At present it is therefore not included in the collective Oslo Coalition budget, but we may have to return to this pending the results of the separate application. 
Project 3: Indonesia, “Bridge Building Action: Joining Forces across Religions"
Responsible: Dag Kaspersen, Nelly van Doorn, Barbara Sivertsen
Purpose:

1) To follow up on the recommendations resulting from 2008 Bridge Building Dialogue, promoting Freedom of Religion and Belief at academic and grass root levels in Indonesia through a carefully structured cooperation between a wide range of religious and academic actors - the “Bridge Building Action”.
2) To widen the area of consensus between different religious groupings in Indonesia, including both fundamentalists and moderates of the different religions, this time with an emphasis on the demonstrated consensus around the environment.  
3) To reduce obstacles created by groups in society who have negative attitudes toward the religious others

Activities:

The programme has 4 elements. These are parallel activities that between them will involve all the actors involved in the Bridge Building Dialogue workshops of 2008. 
1) The SOBAT Programme, run by Percik, will aim at empowering the local interfaith networks to solve environmental problems by engaging their networks of local leaders of differing religious backgrounds
.
2) Interfidei will be holding a course for teachers of religion invited through its network of interfaith NGO’s, and will also organise interreligious summer camps for youth to work together in the field on concrete environmental projects. 

3) The ICRS
 and CRS
 will involve one researcher from each institute to produce, one academic paper (in two languages: Bahasa Indonesia and English) and two popular articles based on their observations of the four workshops and the international conference of 2008, as well as the ongoing activities of 2009.
4) The ICRS and CRS will be running two workshops along the lines of those run in 2008, the one with a focus on environment, the other a summarising workshop with a focus on the changes wrought by the Bridge Building Dialogue itself.
Results:

A report, emerging from the finalising conference, on the impact of a close cooperation between religious actors, many of whom have not, before the Bridge Building Dialogue of 2008, had the opportunity to meet and discuss and get to know each other and their beliefs. 

Hopefully, the project will also have an impact on local environments, but that will lie outside of the Oslo Coalition’s scope to report.

When: Throughout 2009

Cost: Oslo Coalitions part of costs:  NOK 240 000,-

Project 4: Oslo Coalition China Project 
Responsible: Egil Lothe, Hanna Havnevik, Koen Wellens
Project 4.1: Book Launch and Evaluation of 10 years of Oslo Coalition engagement in China
Purpose: 

1) To ensure that the Oslo Coalition Publication on FORB in China reaches its target group

2) To evaluate the changes that have taken place in the situation for FORB in China during the last ten years. 

3) To evaluate Oslo Coalition’s input in the light of this
Activities:

1) Book launch and seminar: Two day seminar,“10 years of Changes in China from a perspective of Freedom of Belief” combined with the launching of Oslo Coalition China Book: “Freedom of Religion in China: Norwegian Experiences from the Human Rights Dialogue” by Koen Wellens. 
The seminar will address the questions: “What has changed? Taken together, have the changes been positive or negative?” Researchers that have followed the fate of different religious communities in China will be invited to the seminar. 

2) Workshop: After the seminar, there will be a 1 day workshop where we will take a critical look at the Oslo Coalition’s activities in China over the last 10 years.

Result: The book “Freedom of Religion in China: Norwegian Experiences from the Human Rights Dialogue” will be available for students and researchers interested in FORB in China.

The conclusions from the workshop will be used in the formulation of future strategy. 

Cost: NOK 265 000,- 
Project 4.2: Participation in the World Buddhist Forum 

Purpose: For the Oslo Coalition, this is a valuable annual networking exercise.

Activities: two representatives from Oslo Coalition will attend the Forum. 

Result: report, covering new contacts and information.  

Cost: NOK 50 000,-
Project 4.3: Participation in the Annual Chinese Forum and preparatory workshops

Purpose:  For the Oslo Coalition, this is a valuable annual networking and information gleaning exercise. Since the theme this year is religion, the Oslo Coalition will also be active participants in the preparation of the Forum. 

Activity: This year the theme of the Annual Chinese Forum is religion, and it will take place in Hong Kong. A series of preparatory workshops will lead up to the forum. Egil Lothe and Knut Arnesen are invited to participate in the process, and they will be representing the Oslo Coalition.

Result: Report, covering new contacts and information.  

Cost: Will be covered by other partner organisations. 

Project 5: Oslo Coalition Central Asia Project
Responsible: Barbara Sivertsen, Dag Nygård, Tore Lindholm 

Note: All activities below will feed into the Consortium Programme as described in the attachment.
Project 5.1:  Introduction to training in Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief, Kazakhstan

Purpose: meet the expressed need identified by Almaty Helsinki Committee
 for academic cooperation on human rights, and particularly on FORB, between the University of Oslo and the State University of Almaty.  
Activity: Two high-level academics from Almaty State University will be invited to participate in the Annual Course for Human Rights at the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights. Further cooperation will be discussed after the course. This project will feed into the Consortium Programme as described in the attachment.
Result: Two high level academics have gained insight in NCHR and Oslo Coalitions work, and will be enabled to discuss possible further cooperation. 
When: May 2009

Cost: NOK 104 800

Project 5.2: CASS 2, FORB in the Fergana Valley (from 2008), 
Purpose: to follow up CASS 1 (Central Asian Strategy Session 1 in Oslo, December 2007) by concentrating on a specific area where 3 Central Asian countries meet and where religions have been abused politically to spawn conflict. 
Activity: The Central Asian Strategy Session 2 will take place in Osh in the Ferghana valley – a tense area where Kirgizstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan meet - in 2009. Government, NGO and representatives from religious communities will be invited from Kirgizstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. This project will feed into the Consortium Programme as described in the attachment.

Result: Recommendations on promotion of FORB in the area of the Ferghana Valley
When: March/April 2009

Cost: NOK 171 200
Project 5.3: Participation in the Central Asian FORB Consortium Programme

Purpose: to ensure proper synergy between Oslo Coalition’s programme in Central Asia and the Central Asian FORB Consortium Programme, thereby widening the network and increasing the information sources for both projects.
Activity: Two representatives from Oslo Coalition will participate in the Consortium Programme Conference in Almaty. 

Result: A common strategy for future activities that envelopes both the network and partners of the consortium, and the network and partners of the Oslo Coalition
When: May 2009

Cost: NOK 42 000

Project 6: Oslo Coalition Caucasus Project

New Roundtable Conference with Religious Leaders in Georgia

Responsible: Dag Nygård, Tore Lindolm, Barbara Sivertsen
Purpose: To maintain an annual ”space” where religious leaders in Georgia can come together and give each other an understanding of how they experience and interpret the developments of the last year. 
Activity: Facilitation of a new Roundtable for Religious Leaders in October 2009, together with Union 21 and HRIDC (Human Rights Documentary Centre).

Timing: October

Cost: NOK 147 000,-

Project 7.0 Missionary Activities and Human Rights

 “List of Principles, and Codes of Conduct for Missionary Activities”
Responsible: Gard Lindseth, Egil Lothe, Dag Nygård
Purpose: To promote discussion on the ethical basis of their activities among organisations having missionary activities as their main function, and to inspire internal analysis of their concrete activities from an ethical perspective. 
Activities: In 2009 the long process leading to the Oslo Coalition Code of Conduct for Missionary Activities will be finalised, and the “template” will be disseminated. The purpose of the template is not to give a list of rules, but rather to promote internal discussion within the various missionary organisations. The Oslo Coalition Code of Conduct for Missionary Activities will consist of a series of recommendations for missionary activities that have shown themselves to be controversial, each recommendation carefully argued and founded on universally accepted interpretations of human rights and international standards for freedom of religion or belief.  The activities will include:

1) Editing the Draft Code conduct for Missionary Activities according to the input from the International Conference in December 2008. 

2) A meeting of an international editing committee in Oslo, where representatives from many different religious groups are invited to create the final edition of the Oslo Coalition template, together with a more widely accepted set of List of Principles for Missionary Activities
.

3) The dissemination of Oslo Coalition template Code of Conduct and the List of Principles to relevant religious organisations, with the challenge to open their own internal discussions with the template as a basis. 

4) Publication on the Oslo Coalition website of any incoming reports on discussions, or Codes of Conduct adapted to different organisations. 

Timing: Editing Committee meeting: February 2009. Dissemination throughout 2009.
Cost: NOK 210 000,-
Project 8: FORB Deskbook and Training Courses

8.1 Launching of Indonesian Deskbook
Responsible: Tore Lindholm, Cole Durham
Purpose: To give the many institutes and NGOs in Indonesia that are interested in promoting FORB a relevant and comprehensive resource to be used as reference and as the basis for courses
.

Activities: Launching of Indonesian edition of Oslo Coalitions Deskbook, at Kanisius Publishing House, April 2009
Result: The deskbook will be available for Indonesian organisations in their own language

Cost: NOK 46 000,- (in addition to USD 6000 already paid in advance)
8.2 Developing the range of FORB courses in Indonesia

Responsible: Tore Lindholm, Are Svendsen, Cole Durham

Purpose: By utilising resource persons already trained and developed by OC in Indonesia, to widen the target group receiving training in the legal aspects of FORB. 

Activity: Facilitating the training (internationally known as T4T) of lawyers and activists from the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation (YLBHI) with the intention of enabling them to run their own courses for other member organisations of the National Alliance for the Freedom of Religion and Belief
.
Result: A group of about 20 experts prepared to run courses in the YLBHI and AKKBB
Cost: Oslo Coalition’s contribution (shared 50/50 med ICLRS): NOK 97 000,- 
8.3: Other language editions of Deskbook

Responsible: Tore Lindholm, Are Svendsen, Cole Durham

Activity: Publication of Chinese and Russian editions of the deskbook (both partly translated in 2008).
Cost: Oslo Coalition’s contribution (shared 50/50 med ICLRS): NOK 100 000,- 

Project 9: Teaching for Tolerance

9.1: Dissemination of publications, see under information
Responsible: Barbara Sivertsen

Cost: voluntary work
9.2:  Continuous development and updating of website T4T resource

Responsible: Oddbjørn Leirvik

Activity: Updating of www.oslocoalition.org/t4t.php, an academic resource site on the theme of Teaching for Tolerance with an overview of news,, visions, models and methods, and organizations and networks 
Cost: voluntary work
9.3 Workshops in Skills for the Practice of Tolerance
Responsible: Barbara Sivertsen

Activities: accept invitations to participate as course leader/workshop facilitator for NGO’s active in Teaching for Tolerance

Cost: NOK 24 000,- in travel support
9.4 Updating of the multi-language editions of www.educationforpeace.no
Responsible: Barbara Sivertsen

Activity: Updating of www.educationforpeace.no, a data base of workshop exercises for skills for social change, divided into topics/stage of workshop, and graded into levels/age group. 

Cost: voluntary work
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	Budget total
	1 770 000

	
	
	

	1.0 Core Tasks
	

	
	1.1 Network Building and Maintenance, Fact Finding
	170 000

	
	1.2 Information, Communication
	56 000

	
	1.3 Strategy Development and Internal Training
	47 000

	 
	TOTAL
	273 000

	
	
	

	2.0 Women Shaping Islam
	

	2.1: ”Guidelines for Islamic Family Law”
	

	 
	TOTAL (application  sent to Dep. For Peace and Reconciliation)
	0

	
	
	

	3.0 Indonesia
	

	
	3.1:  “Bridge Building Action: Joining forces across religions”
	

	
	Support for 3 partners, following own methodology and network
	150 000

	
	Norwegian participation
	90 000

	 
	TOTAL
	240 000

	
	
	

	4.0 China
	
	

	
	4.1:  Book launch with conference
	265 000

	
	4.2: Networking, World Buddhist Forum
	50 000

	 
	TOTAL
	315 000

	
	
	

	5.0 Caucasus 
	

	
	5.1: Roundtable for Religious Leaders, Govt. Reps and Academics in Georgia
	

	
	Support for roundtable
	60 520

	
	Oslo Coalition visits, preparatory and roundtable
	86 480

	 
	TOTAL
	147 000

	
	
	

	6.0 Sentral Asia
	

	
	6.1:  Introduction to HR/FORB training, Kazakhstan, invitation to NCHR course
	104 800

	
	6.2:  Participation in Consortium Programme
	42 000

	
	6.3: Freedom of Religion in the Fergana Valley, Kirgizstan (from 2008)
	171 200

	 
	TOTAL
	318 000

	
	
	

	7.0 Missionary activities and Human Rights
	

	
	7.0: Finalizing, ”Guidelines for Missionary Work”
	210 000

	 
	TOTAL
	210 000

	
	
	

	8.0 FORB bok og kurs
	

	
	Project 8.1: Launching of Indonesian Deskbook
	46 000

	
	Project 8.2: Developing the range of FORB courses in India
	97 000

	
	Project 8.3: Other language editions of Deskbook
	100 000

	 
	TOTAL
	243 000

	
	
	

	9.0 Teaching for Tolerance
	

	9.3 Workshop facilitation
	

	
	Travel expenses to partner workshops in T4T
	24 000

	 
	TOTAL
	24 000


�See: http://www.iais.org.my


� “Post-reformasi, the obstacles to FORB come mainly through imposition by groups in society rather than the government - or, at least the former is not less important than the latter. These are the groups who were previously repressed during Soeharto's era and now enjoy a freedom (that they use to repress others)”. Zainal Abidin Baqir, director of ICRS. 


� SOBAT is an interfaith forum established by Percik Institute. The forum serves as a medium for local leaders of different religious backgrounds and professions meet, share and discuss relevant, oftentimes, sensitive issues dealing with interfaith life. Since it was established in 2002, SOBAT has grown to as many as 32 local networks in Central Java and Jogyakarta.


� Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies (ICRS), Gadjah Mada University, State Islamic University Sunan Kalijaga, and Christian University Duta Wacana


� Center for Religious and Cross-cultural Studies (CRCS), Graduate School, Gadjah Mada University


� In  a meeting between Ninel Fokina, Director of Helsinki Commission Almay, and Dag Nygård and Barbara Sivertsen of Oslo Coalition in Warsaw, October, Fokina presented a list of possible contributions to the Oslo Coalition.


� The Central Asian FORB Consortium consists of the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, the Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights, Forum 18 and the Norwegian Mission to the East. 


� It is understood that not all those present will be able to agree with every point in the template. It will however be easier for them to agree on a List of Principles that will form the background of the template and the basis of discussions leading from the template. This shorter version was requested by several of the participants in the December conference. 


� In the course of 2008, 130 copies of  ”Facilitating Freedom of Religion or Belief: a Deskbook” (English edition) were requested by various networks that have spread the book among their member organisations and used the book as a basis for courses (see Annual Report). The reputation of the book has been spreading in Indonesia, and this is also creating new partners and networks for the Oslo Coalition. The launching of the Indonesian edition is expected to be a popular measure. 


� YLBHI is a member of the National Alliance for the Freedom of Religion and Belief (Aliansi Nasional untuk Kebebasan Beragama dan Berkeyakinan/AKKBB). It comprises of more than 50 organizations (HROs, religious organizations, etc.) and prominent individuals who have actively campaigning and advocating for the freedom of religion and belief.
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