Report from Hanoi og Sri Lanka

Egil Lothe from the Oslo Coalitions Mission and Human Rights project group has had the opportunity to discuss the draft Code of Conduct in Colombo. He writes:
 

After the conference in Hanoi, I left for Sri Lanka where the conflict between the government and the Tamil Tigers (LTTE) has escalated to a level which has made the threat of violence a reality all over the island, emphasised by the number of military checkpoints everywhere. Apart from inaugurating a housing project financed by the Buddhist Federation of Norway I also had meeting to follow up on the project on Human Rights and Mission of the Oslo Coalition. The draft version of the proposed code of conduct had been translated into Sinhalese. The text was presented to leading Buddhist monks that I had meetings with and also at a meeting at the Dharma Vijaya Foundation with leaders of a number of Buddhist organisations in Colombo. This meeting was organised by Mr Manohara De Silva, a prominent Buddhist Lawyer in Sri Lanka with whom we have co-operated earlier in this project. As the document was presented at these meeting I emphasised explaining the principles of the Oslo Coalition but the invited Buddhist representatives already had a number of comments and ideas on the issue which will be followed up in our project.
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